
. cÿ,ÿ¸  • ,,

PEOPLE'S  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA
MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

350 EAST 35TH STREETÿ NEVVYORK, NY 10016
http:/!www.chinaoun oorg

Please check against delivery

Statement by Ms. Guo Zhiqi, First Secretary,

Permanent Mission of China to the United Nations,
on Agenda Item 134: Improving the Financial Situation of the UN

Oct 16, 2014

Mr. Chairman,

The Chinese delegation wishes to thank USG Yukio Takasu for his
introduction to the financial situation of the United Nations, and fully
endorses the statement made by the representative of Bolivia on behalf of

G77 and China. I wish to make the following observations and suggestions
regarding the financial situation of the UN.

Mr. Chairman,

From the USG's introduction, we can see that the overall financial

situation of the UN remains stable. By Oct 2, 2014, 125 member states had
paid their contributions in full and 30 member states had paid their

peacekeeping assessments in full. However, the UN's financial situation has

deteriorated compared with the same period last year. By Oct 2, 2014, the

amount of unpaid assessments reached $3.656 billion, of which $1.037

billion is for regular budget (contributions), a $92 million increase compared
with the same period last year, with the bulk of the unpaid assessments owed
by a small number of countries. $2.559 billion ofpeacekeeping assessments

and $60 million for the two international tribunals are also unpaid. The
Chinese delegation is concerned about this situation. Finance is an important

foundation for the UN to perform its functions. Without financial guarantee,

the UN can hardly carry out its regular operations properly. A solid financial

position reflects and strongly guarantees the strength, stability and



dynamism of the United Nations. In this connection, the Chinese delegation
would like to call on all member states to effectively fulfill their financial
obligations under the Charter and pay their UN contributions and
assessments in full, on time and without conditions.

Mr. Chairman,

In recent years, China's assessed contributions to the regular and

peacekeeping budgets have been on a sharp rise, with the total annual
payment exceeding 600 million US dollars. In its statement under the
agenda item on the Scale of Assessments, the Chinese delegation pointed out

that despite years of rapid growth, the Chinese economy is now in a stage of
structural adjustment and is changing gears as far as its growth rate is
concerned. China's economy is facing strong downward pressure resulting in

a levelling off of government revenue while expenses needed to improve

people's livelihood and develop the economy keep mounting. Currently, the
Chinese government is taking strong measures to control general

expenditures and increase the efficiency of the use of financial resources.

Nevertheless, China, as a responsible country, makes active efforts to raise

funds and pay its UN assessments in order to fulfill its financial obligations
to the UN. As the USG stated in his introduction, China has already paid in
full its 2014 contributions of $134 million and its assessments for the two

tribunals. It should be noted, in particular, that by Oct 13, 2014, China had
paid off its peacekeeping assessment of $236 million. I wish to request the
Secretariat to include this information in an updated report.

Mr. Chairman,

The Chinese government will continue to support the UN as it

strengthens its role. We believe that all member states should, on the basis of

political good will, fulfill in earnest their financial obligations under the
Charter, so as to ensure that the UN can better perform its responsibilities.
At the same time, the Secretariat should strengthen its administrative and

budgetary management, enforce financial discipline, practice economy, and
make sure that every penny paid by member states is put to the best use.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.




